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Synopsis

Based on the gripping real-life story of the author, this poignant, suspenseful middle-grade novel
has been a favorite for over forty years. Perfect for Holocaust Remembrance Month.Anna is not
sure who Hitler is, but she sees his face on posters all over Berlin. Then one morning, Anna and her
brother awake to find her father gone! Her mother explains that their father has had to leave and
soon they will secretly join him. Anna just doesn’t understand. Why do their parents keep insisting
that Germany is no longer safe for Jews like them?Because of Hitler, Anna must leave everything
behind.
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Customer Reviews

ISBN 0440490170 - I've always loved books about WWII, because it's a time in history that is so full
of stories of endurance and courage. When | picked this one up, | had my doubts about how well
this era could be related in a kids’ book - and | am so happy to say, it is excellent. The "secrets her
parents are keeping" in an earlier review don'’t exist. They’re Jews, they live in Germany and they
flee - no secret.Anna and her family live in Germany as Hitler is coming into power, and her father is
one of the lucky ones who knew this was a bad thing before it was too late. On the eve of the

elections, her family flees to Zurich and begins a new life as refugees. For Anna and her brother



Max, this is an adventure, even if they are sad to leave their home and friends. They believe they
will be able to come home in six months, so they are not heartbroken over it. They begin school,
make new friends and learn new things - not all of them good - while their parents struggle to make
ends meet. Her father, a famous writer, can’t get regular work for good money and her mother has
to learn to do things for herself and her family that they once hired people do to for them. From
Zurich to Paris and eventually to England, Anna’s family loses everything they own but learn that all
they really need is one another.There are some hilarious moments, such as when Anna’s teacher
tells the class that cavemen used safety pins, and some moments of triumph for everyone. Anna’s
and Max’s success with French is a high point, as is their father’s selling a screenplay. Without a
doubt, the saddest moment isn’t when Hitler stole pink rabbit, but when news of Onkel Julius’
suicide reaches the family.
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